




Minutes of Meeting of National Council on India’s Nutrition 

Challenges held on 14th November, 2018 at  

Pravasi Bhartiya Kendra, New Delhi 

 

The 3rd Meeting of the National Council on India’s Nutrition 

Challenges was held under the Chairmanship of Dr. Rajiv Kumar, Vice 

Chairman, NITI Aayog, on 14th November 2018 at Pravasi Bhartiya 

Kendra, New Delhi. 

 

2. The Council is mandated to provide policy directions to address 

India’s nutritional challenges through coordinated inter-sectoral action; 

coordinate and review convergence between Ministries; and review 

programmes for nutrition on a quarterly basis. 

 

3. The Agenda of the Meeting is placed at Annexure I. 

 

4. The list of participants is annexed as Annexure II. 

 

5. Shri Aditya Chopra, Executive Director, POSHAN Abhiyaan, at the 

outset welcomed all the members to the 3rd Meeting of the Council.  

 
Proceedings based on the Agenda  
 
6. Shri Rakesh Srivastava, Secretary, MoWCD as part of his 

Opening Remarks presented the progress of POSHAN Abhiyaan after 2nd 

National Council Meeting. He mentioned that in the month of September 

2018, Poshan Maah was celebrated across the country which was a 

resounding success. Poshan Maah witnessed a plethora of events and 

festivities at the grass-roots level. On 11th September 2018, Hon’ble Prime 

Minister held a “Direct Samwad” with the Frontline Functionaries through 

video-conferencing, seeking their inputs and feedback. To recognize the 

outstanding and exceptional contributions of field functionaries, 

States/UTs and those who had displayed exceptional leadership at grass-

root level during Poshan Maah, an Award Ceremony was organised on 

10th October 2018. More than 200 awardees were felicitated during the 

event. Recently, a Memorandum of Agreement (MoA) has been signed 

between NASSCOM Foundation and Ministry of Women & Child 

Development to provide support towards the implementation of POSHAN 

Abhiyaan.  



7. The Chairman, Dr. Rajiv Kumar in his keynote address highlighted 

that Poshan Maah had been a success, wherein 25 crore people were 

reached. The Rastriya Poshan Maah provided the platform to steer 

POSHAN Abhiyaan towards a Jan Andolan and echoed the call given by 

Hon’ble Prime Minister to convert this Abhiyaan into a mass movement 

and thus, a Jan Andolan. He directed MWCD to present detailed timelines 

regarding procurement of devices and status of the dashboard. He 

highlighted his concerns regarding slow fund utilization status by all 

States/UTs. He raised concerns about number of vacant positions of 

supervisory staff in various States/UTs. He directed to collate details of all 

vacant posts, so as to discuss the matter with Chief Ministers of 

concerned States. Chairman also emphasised the importance of VHNSD 

and exhorted all States and UTs to earmark a day in a month to be 

celebrated as VHNSD.  The Chairperson highlighted the significance of a 

third party evaluation of POSHAN Abhiyaan during various stages of its 

roll-out as well to ascertain the outcomes. Chairman pointed out need to 

raise the basic level of capacity building amongst the staff at States/ UTs. 

Chairman suggested to hold a workshop for nodal officers of the 

States/UTs wherein best practices of particular State/UTs be shared with 

all and also imbibed by others to enhance level of capacity building and 

effective implementation of the scheme. He stressed upon the need to 

create visibility of the scheme through mass media and other multimedia 

platforms. He congratulated everyone for success of Poshan Maah and 

emphasised that the first anniversary of POSHAN Abhiyaan will be 

celebrated on 8th March next year and preparations for the event should 

be initiated to retain the momentum created during the Rashtriya Poshan 

Maah. 

 

8. Smt. Maneka Sanjay Gandhi, Hon’ble Minister of Women and 

Child Development, as part of her address highlighted that she was 

aware about the progress of POSHAN Abhiyaan especially availability of 

smartphones at Anganwadi centres. She emphasised that Poshan Maah 

was organized successfully and large amount of outreach was achieved. 

She welcomed the decision taken by the Hon’ble Prime Minister to 

increase the honorarium of Anganwadi Workers and Helpers. She 

mentioned that now the thrust should be towards achieving a Malnutrition 

Free India and appealed for more focus on nutritious food that should be 

fed to the children and beneficiaries. She highlighted the fact that 



management of SAM children and giving proper food to the children are 

central to reducing malnutrition in India. She stressed on the need to 

formulate the Guidelines for management of SAM and MAM children. 

 

9. Smt. Anupama Jaiswal, Hon’ble Minister of State, Bal Vikas 

Sewa Evam Pusht Aahar, Government of Uttar Pradesh highlighted 

the progress made so far in POSHAN Abhiyaan by the State. She 

highlighted that 40 districts have been identified in the State where urgent 

need for interventions were required and as part of SABRI (Sustaining 

Health & Nutrition above red indicator) programme special initiatives have 

being taken at the State level to fight malaise of malnutrition. The Minister 

informed about number of Community Based Events including Suposhan 

Diwas which have been organized in the State. It was also brought out 

that State has taken efforts to identify ghost beneficiaries. She assured 

the gathering that, along with procurement of the Growth monitoring 

devices and mobile phones, vacant positions of DPO & CDPO would also 

be expedited. Efforts to roll-out ICDS-CAS in all 75 districts of the State 

will also be an agenda to be completed by end of this financial year. 

 
10.  Shri J.P.Nadda, Hon’ble Minister of Health & Family Welfare 

highlighted that POSHAN Abhiyaan is a key scheme of the Government 

of India and Hon’ble Prime Minister has always emphasised on 

convergence between Ministries. Highlighting the initiatives of the 

Ministry, he said that the Ministry of H&FW has been proactive and 

committed to reduce and eradicate malnutrition by various interventions. 

During POSHAN Maah (September 2018), it was informed that 1.83 lakh 

of activities were conducted by MoH&FW and Department of Health in the 

States and UTs with involvement of 2.58 Crore participants.  The Minister 

further stated that in order to promote well being of the mother and child 

various schemes and programmes have been launched by the Ministry. 

He informed the gathering about, MAA- Mothers’ Absolute Affection 

programme to improve breastfeeding coverage and appropriate 

breastfeeding practices in the country, Immunization campaigns, Test and 

Treat Camps, introduction of Rota Virus vaccine, Diarrhoea management 

and success of NRC across the country in early identification of SAM 

children as few of the initiatives undertaken to champion the cause of 

nutrition. He emphasized that under the Rashtriya Bal Swasthya 

Karyakram (RBSK) and Rashtriya Kishore Swasthya Karyakram (RKSK), 



systematic efforts are being undertaken to detect nutrition deficiency 

among children and adolescents respectively. He added that the Ministry 

organises National De-worming Day twice in a year and around 26.7 Cr 

of children were administered medicines. He also stressed on the need to 

involve local leaders, MLAs & MP and sensitising them towards nutrition 

initiatives of the Government so that they can raise awareness about it 

amongst the people. He also directed that a meeting may be called at 

Guwahati for all North Eastern States in which all Chief Secretaries & 

concerned Secretaries should participate for resolving and finding 

solutions to the issues peculiar to North Eastern Region. 

 

11.  Dr. Vinod Paul, Member (Health & Nutrition), NITI Aayog 

informed the Council that technical guidelines on IYCF & CMAM have 

been finalized. He also informed that no technical issues were pending 

with NITI Aayog. He emphasised the need to saturate the districts with all 

the elements/components of POSHAN Abhiyaan. He emphasised on 

planning for timeline based operationalisation targets for implementation 

of POSHAN Abhiyaan components on quarterly basis. He highlighted the 

significance of HBNC in addressing the concerns of Low Birth Weight and 

Breastfeeding. The roll-out of both HBNC and HBYC Schemes is 

significant for achieving the goals of POSHAN Abhiyaan, highlighting this; 

the Member requested the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare to 

ensure its proper implementation.  

 

 12.  Shri Ratan P. Watal, Member Secretary, EAC-PF & Principal 

Advisor, NITI Aayog stated that the report on Guidelines on the type of 

food to be given to the Children at the Anganwadi (SNP Guidelines) had 

already been submitted to the PMO by the EAC. Another issue he raised 

was regarding the importance and significance of a cross cutting approach 

for the health and wellness of children and convergence on these issues 

between MoWCD and MoH&FW. He also informed that NITI Aayog has 

mandated to include budgeting for gender specific (women) and children 

in EFC /SFC memos of all Ministries while being presented for approval 

to Finance Department.  

 

13.   Dr. Rajesh Kumar, Mission Director, POSHAN Abhiyaan & Joint 

Secretary MoWCD sought confirmation of the Minutes of the last National 



Council Meeting held on 24thJuly, 2018. The Council confirmed the same. 

He also presented the Action Taken Report for the last National Council 

Meeting.  The discussion on points of the ATR is enumerated in 

succeeding paragraphs.  

 

13.1.  Pilot on Conditional Cash Transfer (CCT) in lieu of THR: 

The point on implementation of pilot on CCT in lieu of THR was 

deliberated upon in great detail. It was highlighted that Hon'ble 

Minister for Consumer Affairs, Food & Public Distribution, through a 

D.O. letter dated 31.10.2018 to Hon’ble Minister of Women & Child 

Development, had spelt out the difficulties experienced in roll out of 

DBT in PDS Scheme in Jharkhand. In view of this letter Hon’ble 

Minister of Women & Child Development has directed to place this 

issue in the Agenda of National Council Meeting. In this regard the 

Council was informed that the pilot of PDS which was conducted in 

Jharkhand was perhaps not well designed. Shri Alok Kumar, 

Advisor, NITI Aayog informed that a pilot was also conducted in two 

blocks of Gaya District of Bihar. The pilot was quasi-experimental 

and demonstrated improvement in all parameters except Stunting. 

The pilot was also supported through specific IEC campaigns to 

drive the interventions. Some Council Members suggested that THR 

& Cash both be given simultaneously during the pilot. However, it 

was concluded that giving Cash and THR would defeat the very 

purpose of the pilot and may not produce the desired outcomes. Shri 

J.P. Nadda, Hon’ble Minister of Health & Family Welfare supported 

the proposal and Minister of Women and Child Development of Uttar 

Pradesh agreed to conduct the pilot in Uttar Pradesh. After detailed 

discussion, it was directed to conduct the CCT Pilot in few blocks of 

two districts each in Uttar Pradesh and Rajasthan. The importance 

of complementary IEC campaigns to be aligned with the Pilot was 

reinforced. Formation of a ‘Committee’ to look into all the aspects 

including the conditionality framework of DBT was advised. 

 

13.2  Convergence Action Plan (CAP) Guidelines: On the 

implementation of Convergence Guidelines the Mission Director 

informed that the Guidelines have been issued to all States/UTs 

after approval from the NITI Aayog on 02nd November, 2018. To a 

query on the availability of a monitoring mechanism to track 



progress at the ground level, the Mission Director informed the 

Council that a Governance Dashboard was being prepared to 

capture the implementation and progress of various administrative 

components of the Abhiyaan, which shall include the CAP as well.  

 

13.3   Regarding baseline and midline survey of POSHAN 

Abhiyaan, Chairman directed that a separate detailed presentation 

should be arranged by MoWCD in consultation with NIN.  

 

13.4  It was informed to the Council that four e-Learning 

Modules have been prepared by NIN on the topics of (i) Maternal 

Health (ii) General Nutrition (iii) IYCF and (iv) Anemia. Chairman 

inquired about the status of distribution and dissemination of these 

modules. It was directed by the Chairman that the roll-out plan for 

these modules to the field functionaries should be intimated in the 

next Council Meeting.  

 

13.5  On the action taken to develop a Common Application 

Software for Triple-A (ASHA, ANM, AWW), it was informed that 

design for the pilot project has been prepared jointly by MoWCD and 

MoH&FW. Mathura District in U.P has been selected for the pilot 

project. The pilot project is intended to be completed by March, 

2019. 

 

13.6  The matter regarding mandatory fortification of rice was 

discussed. FSSAI informed that the matter has been taken-up with 

States/UTs and Line Ministries for conducting pilot on fortification of 

Rice and its distribution under PDS. The Chairman expressed his 

concern about the delay in implementation of fortification of rice. The 

Chairman directed that Secretary, FSSAI & Secretary Food & Public 

Distribution should intimate the definite timelines for implementation 

of the pilot project. 

 

13.7  As regarding availability of equipment /methods for safe 

drinking water at schools by DoSEL, Joint Secretary, DoSEL 

informed the Council that no separate provisions existed to provide 

water purifiers in schools. Chairman directed that DoSEL should 



brief him separately on the issue and work out detailed plans to 

provide safe drinking water in Schools.   

 

13.8  Newsletter on Nutrition/ POSHAN Abhiyaan to be 

published by December 2018. 

 

13.9  The Mission Director also presented brief minutes and 

decisions taken during the Executive Committee Meeting held on 

03rd October, 2018. It was brought out by the Council that minutes 

of the Executive Committee Meeting should be shared with all 

members of the National Council.  

 
14.  A brief presentation on the roll-out of e-ILA and ECCE Mobile 

Application was made on the subject by Shri Sanjiv Gajraj, Executive 

Director, POSHAN Abhiyaan. 

 

15. A brief on Poshan Maah Outcomes was presented by Shri Aditya 

Chopra, Executive Director, and POSHAN Abhiyaan. He also presented 

plan of the Ministry for Outcome Based Evaluation of POSHAN Abhiyaan. 

He informed that EOI for third party evaluation has been prepared in 

consultation with NITI Aayog. 

 

16. Following Agenda Points were deliberated upon:- 

 

16.1 Specifications of Smartphone & GMDs: The agenda for 

discussing specifications of Smartphone and Growth Monitoring 

Devices was placed before the Council. The Council was informed 

that the specification of Smartphone were decided in consultation 

with Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation  and NIC wherein minimum 

specification have been prescribed  on which ICDS-CAS could run 

successfully and also to ensure more economical prices.  The 

specification of the Smartphone has been shared with States/UTs 

vide letter dated 17.01.2018 (Copy enclosed). 

 

Under the Abhiyaan, the States/UTs have to procure four Growth 

Monitoring Devices (i) Infantometer (ii) Stadiometer, (iii) Weighing 

Scale for Mother and Child and (iv) Weighing Scale Infant. The 

specifications of these devises were prepared in consultation with 



UNICEF and DGS&D during ISSNIP. The same specifications have 

been used under the POSHAN Abhiyaan also. The specification of 

these devises were shared with all States/UTs vide letter dated 

09.01.2018 (copy enclosed) 

 

Based on the feedback from the States who had already 

implemented ICDS-CAS for the past one year or so and keeping in 

view the economies of scales observed, it was decided not to make 

any changes in the specifications of Smart Phones and Growth 

Monitoring Devices. After deliberations the National Council 

endorsed the decision taken by the Executive Council on the subject 

i.e. no change in the specifications of smart phone are required as 

the specification were already updated and working well at the field 

level. Similarly, it was also decided to not to change the 

specifications of the Growth Monitoring Devices. 

 
16.2 Saturation of States for implementation of POSHAN 

Abhiyaan in FY 2018-19:  As of now total 583 districts have been 

covered and only 136 districts from 13 States are left to be included 

under POSHAN Abhiyaan. As per the earlier approval for roll-out, 

these districts were to be included in FY 2019-20. Tamil Nadu, 

Kerala, Gujarat, Maharashtra and Haryana have expressed their 

willingness for roll-out POSHAN Abhiyaan across all districts. To 

sustain the momentum which has been generated under POSHAN 

Abhiyaan and to maintain symmetry across the State/UT, it was 

proposed to include all the remaining districts of 13 States under 

POSHAN Abhiyaan. The saturation of States with balance districts 

for implementation can be managed within the existing allotment of 

funds. The matter was discussed and the Council approved the 

inclusion of the remaining 136 Districts across 13 States under 

POSHAN Abhiyaan in FY 2018-19.  

 

16.3 Increase in Conduct of CBE and ILA per Month: At present 

there is a provision to conduct one Community Based Events and 

one ILA in a month under POSHAN Abhiyaan. Since the roll-out of 

activities like CBE, ILA etc have been delayed in most of the 

States/UTs due to preparatory visits and local unavoidable reasons 

and also since sufficient funds are available it was proposed for 



revising the norms for conducting two CBEs  and ILAs per month 

respectively. The Council approved for conduct of two CBEs and 

ILA respectively per month.  

 

17.  Shri Alok Kumar, Advisor, NITI Aayog presented the First 

Progress Report on POSHAN Abhiyaan which is planned to be submitted 

to Hon’ble Prime Minister. It included the progress made as part of the 

various components of the Abhiyaan, the areas of concerns across 

States/UTs and initiatives required in the coming months to ensure timely 

implementation of the Scheme. The progress made thus far, was 

appreciated by the members. He also brought about the need to augment 

infrastructure at AWC, with mandatory provision of electricity in AWC 

through Saubhagya Scheme. 

Points from other Members 

18. Shri Vaidya Rajesh Kotecha, Secretary, Ministry of AYUSH 

informed that proposal with inputs, which can be incorporated under the 

nutritional guidelines had been submitted. He suggested that under 

innovation initiatives, pilot study on various nutrition aspects of Amla & 

Giloy can be studied in certain areas for which Ministry of AYUSH will 

collaborate with MoWCD. 

 
19. Dr. M. Geetha, Secretary, Women and Child Development, 

Government of Chhattisgarh highlighted progress made in the State 

under POSHAN Abhiyaan. She informed that 29,942 mobiles have been 

procured and about 18000 will be activated by this month end, once the 

Model Code of Conduct is over in the State  process for another 27,000 

mobiles, shall be completed by the December 2018. State of Chhattisgarh 

has vacancies of 202 Lady Supervisors of which 50% shall be filled-up 

once the Model Code of Conduct is over 46 vacancies in CDPOs need to 

be filled up where DPCs are planned to be posted after the Model Code 

of Conduct is over.  She informed that Convergence Action Meetings are 

being held regularly and the State is ready to submit State level action 

plan before 31st of January as timeline given in the guidelines. Physical 

verification of beneficiaries is also being done. 

 

20.  Shri R. Kannan, Director cum Mission Director, Government of 

Tamil Nadu raised the issue regarding the maternity leave benefits to the 



AWW and AWH. He has also requested that the provision of two LPG 

cylinders in a month to AWC be looked into.  He was advised to send a 

separate proposal in this regard. 

 

21. Shri Vipin Kumar, Resident Commissioner, Government of 

Bihar presented the progress made by the Government of Bihar towards 

roll-out and implementation of POSHAN Abhiyaan. 

 

Issues discussed, following Decisions and Directions  
 

22. Detailed timeline/targets regarding procurement of Smartphones 

and Growth Monitoring Devices, Compliance of Convergence Action Plan 

and status of Dashboard to be shared with VC, NITI Aayog.    

   [Action: MoWCD] 

 

23. States/UTs to ensure utilisation of Funds under POSHAN Abhiyaan. 
  

 [Action: All States/UTs] 
 

24. All the States/UTs must declare one dedicated day in a month for 
organizing VHSND and ensure effective outreach.  

[Action: All States/UTs] 
 

25. Need to increase visibility and awareness around POSHAN 
Abhiyaan and its Components by leveraging Print Material/Social 
Media/Local Media- articles, booklets to raise awareness.  
 

                  [Action: MoWCD, States/UTs] 
 

26.  Details of vacancies of supervisory staff under Anganwadi Services 
across States/UTs to be shared with VC, NITI Aayog. 

        [Action: NITI Aayog/ MoWCD] 
 

27. State wise best practices which have improved services and raised 

the nutrition outcomes may be collected by NITI Aayog and shared with 

all States/UTs. Conduct of a Conference of Nodal Officers of States/UTs 

to share these ideas be organised.  

[Action: NITI Aayog/ MoWCD/States/UTs] 

 



28. Pilot on Conditional Cash Transfer be implemented in few blocks of 

2 Districts each in Uttar Pradesh and Rajasthan. A Committee may be 

formed to closely monitor the outcome of CCT. 

             [Action: NITI Aayog/MoWCD] 
 

29. A detailed presentation on third party evaluation and base line 

/midline survey to be presented to NITI Aayog.  

[Action: MoWCD and NIN] 

30. E-ILA: Distribution and Dissemination Status to be discussed with 

VC, NITI Aayog.  

  [Action: MoWCD] 

 
31. Newsletter on Nutrition/POSHAN Abhiyaan to be published by 
December 2018.      

 [Action: MoWCD] 
 

32. Executive Committee Meeting to be held at an interval of six weeks, 
henceforth. 

[Action: MoWCD] 
 

33. Minutes of Executive Committee Meeting to be shared with all 
Members of National Council.  

 [Action: MoWCD] 
 

34. Brief Talking Points/ Booklet on nutrition to be given to Local 
Leaders/MLA/MP for sensitization. Organising an orientation workshop 
may be considered.  

[Action: MoWCD] 
 

35. Meeting may be called at Guwahati for all North-Eastern States in 

which all Chief Secretaries & Concerned Secretaries should participate to 

resolve specific issues. 

[Action: MoWCD] 

 
36. Two CBEs and ILA per month respectively to be conducted with 
immediate effect.  

[Action: MoWCD /States/UTs ] 
 

37. Remaining 136 Districts across of 13 States to be saturated under 
POSHAN Abhiyaan during FY 2018-19. 

[Action: MoWCD/States] 



38. It was decided to continue with existing specifications of Smart-
phone & GMDs. No change in specifications as decided in 3rd EC Meeting 
was ratified.     

[Action: MoWCD /States/UTs] 
 

39. CEO, FSSAI & Secretary Food & Public Distribution to meet Vice- 
Chairman NITI Aayog with timeline for mandatory fortification of Rice. 
 

[Action: FSSAI & Dept. of F&PD/NITI Aayog] 
 

40. Secretary, DoSEL to brief Vice-Chairman NITI Aayog regarding 
availability of equipment /methods for provision of safe drinking water at 
schools with financial details.  

[Action: DoSEL/ MoHRD] 
 

41. Provision of electricity in AWCs to be expedited by States/UTs 
through Saubhagya Scheme.  

   [Action: MoWCD /Ministry of Power/States/UTs ] 
 

  
The meeting ended with the Vote of Thanks to the Chair.  
 
 

**** 



Annexure I 

3rd Meeting of National Council on India’s Nutrition Challenges 
 

Agenda 
 

Venue: Pravasi Bhartiya Kendra 
Time: 02:30 p.m. – 05:30 p.m.   
Date: 14th November 2018 
 

Agenda 
Item No. 

Time Agenda Item Speaker 

1 02:30-02:35 p.m. Opening Remarks 
Shri Rakesh 
Srivastava, Secretary, 
MWCD 

2 02:35 -02:45 p.m. Key Note Address 
Dr. Rajiv Kumar,  
Vice-Chairman, NITI 
Aayog 

3 02:45 -03:25 p.m. 
Interventions by 
Union Ministers/Chief 
Ministers/ Ministers 

Union Ministers & 
Chief Ministers  

4 03:25 -03:27 p.m. 

Confirmation of the 
Minutes of the last 
National Council 
meeting held on 24th 
July 2018 

Dr. Rajesh Kumar, JS 
&                     Mission 
Director, POSHAN 
Abhiyaan 

5 03:27-03:40 p.m. 

Action Taken Report 
on the 
recommendations of 
the last National 
Council  Meeting 

6 03:40-03:50 p.m. 

Recommendations of 
the last meeting of 
Executive Committee 
held on 3rd October 
2018 

7 03:50-3:55 p.m. 
Roll-out of e-ILA and 
ECCE Mobile 
Application 

POSHAN Abhiyaan -
CPMU 

8 
 
03:55 -04:00 p.m. 

A Brief on Poshan 
Maah Outcomes 

Shri Aditya Chopra, 
Executive Director, 
POSHAN Abhiyaan 

 
9 

04:00 -04:10 p.m. 
Outcome Based Third 
Party Evaluation of 

POSHAN Abhiyaan-
CPMU 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 

POSHAN Abhiyaan in 
consultation with NITI 
Aayog 

10 
04:10 -04:20 p.m. 
 

• Discussion on 
Specifications of 
Smartphones and 
Growth Monitoring 
Devices  

• Discussion on 
Saturation of 
Voluntary States as 
part of POSHAN 
Abhiyaan 

• Conduct of Two 
CBE in month by 
States/UTs 

 
 
Shri Aditya Chopra 
 
 
 

11 04:20-04:30 p.m. 

• Introducing 
Fortified Rice in 
Government 
programmes viz 
MDM, Anganwadi 
Services 

FSSAI & MoCAF&PD 

12 
04:30 – 04:45 

p.m. 

First Progress Report 
on POSHAN 
Abhiyaan 

NITI Aayog 

13 04:45 -05:00 p.m. 
Contribution towards 
POSHAN Abhiyaan-
MHRD 

MHRD 

14 05:00-05:20 p.m. 

Implementation 
Status of POSHAN 
Abhiyaan. Brief from 
participating States 
and Districts 

States 
Representatives 

15 
05:20 p.m. 
onwards 

Any other agenda with permission from the 
Chair 
 

 HIGH TEA 



Annexure II 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 
 

Union Cabinet Minister - Line Ministry 
 
    
Smt. Maneka Sanjay Gandhi Hon’ble Minister, Women & Child 

Development 
Shri Jagat Prakash Nadda Hon’ble Minister, Health & Family 

Welfare 
    
State Minister 
    
Smt. Anupama Jaiswal Hon’ble Minister of State (I/C),  

Bal Vikas Sewa Evam Pushtahar, 
Government of Uttar Pradesh 

    
NITI Aayog 
    
Shri Rajiv Kumar Vice Chairman 
Shri Rattan P. Watal Member Secretary, EAC - PM & 

Principal Adviser  
Dr. Vinod Kumar Paul Member, Health & Nutrition  
Shri Alok Kumar Adviser, Health& Nutrition,  
Ms. Nidhi Sharma PS to Vice - Chairman 
Ms. Anamika Singh Deputy Secretary, WCD & Nutrition 

Division 
Shri. R.V.P. Singh SRO 
Shri Alok Dubey RA 
Shri Arun Patro Sr. Consultant 
Dr. Supreet Kaur Sr. Consultant 
    
Representatives of Line Ministries/Departments 
    
Ms. Preeti Sudan Secretary, Ministry of Health & Family 

Welfare 
Shri Vaidya Rajesh Kotecha  Secretary, Ministry of AYUSH 
Ms. Nita Kejrewal Joint Secretary, Ministry of Rural 

Development 
Shri Vikram Sahay  Joint Secretary (P&A), Ministry of 

Information & Broadcasting  



Shri R.C. Meena  Joint Secretary, Ministry of Human 
Resource Development 

Shri S. Jagannathan  Joint Secretary (PD), Department of 
Food & Public Distribution  

Dr. Ajay Khera Deputy Commissioner, Public Health 
Expert, Ministry of Health and Family 
Welfare 

Ms. Nanu Bhasin Additional Director General, PIB, 
Ministry of Information & Broadcasting 

Shri Shiv Shankar Prasad  Director, Ministry of Panchayati Raj 
Shri G. Vijay Bhaskar Director, Ministry of Human Resource 

Development 
Shri Roopak Chaudhuri Director, Ministry of Tribal Affairs 

Shri Yogendra Singh  Director, Ministry of Housing and Urban 
Affairs 

Ms. Naaz Rizvi Director, Ministry of Environment, Forest 
and Climate Change 

Ms. Suneethi Toteja Director, Food Safety and Standards 
Authority of India (FSSAI), Ministry of 
Health and Family Welfare 

Dr. Jitender Singh  Joint Director, Ministry of Drinking Water 
and Sanitation 

Ms. Punitha S Deputy Director, PIB, Ministry of 
Information & Broadcasting 

Shri Naresh Kumar  Under Secretary, Ministry of Housing 
and Urban Affairs 

Ms. Anindita Shukla Chief Consultant, TSG-MDM, Ministry of 
Human Resource Development 

Shri Satish Kumar Sr. Consultant, Ministry of Health and 
Family Welfare 

Ms. Kanchan Parchani Project Coordinator, Food Safety and 
Standards Authority of India (FSSAI), 
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare 

    
Representatives of other Departments 
    
Prof. Chandrakant S. Pandav Former Professor & Head, CCM, AIIMS 
Dr. D. Raghunatha Rao Scientist-F, ICMR, National Institute of 

Nutrition 
Dr. Priyanka Gupta  Scientist-C, Department of Health 

Research, ICMR 
Dr. Anamika Wadhera Programme Coordinator, ICCTDD, 

AIIMS 



Representatives of States 
    
Shri Vipin Kumar  Resident Commissioner, Government of 

Bihar 
Dr. M Geetha Secretary, Department of Women and 

Child Development, Government of 
Chhattisgarh 

Shri R. Kannan  Director cum Mission Director, ICDS 
Government of Tamil Nadu 

Shri Anoop Kumar Srivastava Director, State Nutrition Mission, 
Government of Uttar Pradesh 

Ms. S. Ruth Vennila Deputy Director, ICDS, Government of 
Tamil Nadu 

Ms. Mamta Ojha OSD, Bihar Bhawan 
    
DC/ DM of Districts 
    
Shri Arava Rajkamal Deputy Commissioner, West 

Singhbhum - Jharkhand 
Shri Rahul Pandey  CDO, Behraich - Uttar Pradesh 
Ms. Kavitha S. Mannikeri CEO, ZP, Yadgir - Karnataka 
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