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The First Periodic Report of India on the Convention on the Rights of the Child presents all
major initiatives that have been taken to ensure the rights of children. It also highlights
priority areas for immediate action, which are engaging our serious attention.

We are proud that our Constitution has been the genesis for the protection of children’s
rights. We also have in place strong legislation, policies and programmes for safeguarding
our children’s rights, especially of the girl children. Our commitment to our children is
reiterated by our intention to establish the National Commission for Children, to further
safeguard and enforce the rights of all children of our country.

According to the Census 2001, India’s population is 1.02 billion. The population of
children below the age of 18 years is estimated to be around 400 million. While dealing with
the complex dimensions of child rights, both in terms of numbers and in quality, we do feel
satisfied about our progress on several fronts such as literacy, immunisation and food security
in recent years. At the same time, we are aware and deeply concerned about certain other
critical indicators, such as infant mortality, malnutrition and regional disparities. Our efforts
are directed towards overcoming obstacles in these areas. We are fully committed to investing
in our children, with special attention to girl children, so that they can realise their complete
potential and grow up to be healthy and productive citizens of society and of the nation. We
have in November, 2000 launched the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan, a programme for ensuring free
and compulsory elementary education for all children. Parliament has recently passed the
Constitution (Ninety Third Amendment) Bill that proposes to make elementary education a
Fundamental right of children. We expect this to have a positive spiral effect on other child-
related indictors, such as children’s health, child labour, and rights of the girl child.

It is indeed encouraging that as per the Census 2001, the total literacy rate in India has
reached 65.38 percent, with female literacy increasing from 39.28 percent in 1991 to 54.16
percent. It has been universally demonstrated that female literacy holds the key to the
empowerment of women and girls and through this to the improvement of health, nutrition,
education of children, all of which lead to a better future for them.

The Report reminds us of the mammoth task ahead towards the fulfilment of children’s
rights in our country. We would like to give our solemn commitment towards this end and
reaffirm that we are determined to translate the rights of all children into their daily lives.

Dr Murli  Manohar  Joshi

Foreword

Dr Murli Manohar Joshi

Minister for Human Resource Development
Ministry of Human Resource Development

Government of India
New Delhi - 110 001
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India’s First Periodic Report on the Convention on the Rights of the Child gives a
comprehensive picture of the scenario as it exists in our country concerning children. The
Convention on the Rights of the Child adds great strength to our existing mechanisms for
bringing children to the center stage of progress.

The recent past has witnessed enormous generation of political will and commitment
towards the cause of children and much government and voluntary action has taken place to
improve survival, health, education and protection of children, the world over.

We in India have always considered children as our most valuable assets. Indian society,
through the ages has accorded the greatest importance to family, which forms the basic unit of
society. We have consistently been taking initiatives for economic and social empowerment of
women. We are also placing great emphasis on the health, nutrition and education of the girl
child to ensure her complete empowerment, and that of the next generation.

With a renewed commitment to our children, we are determined to alleviate poverty,
eradicate illiteracy, ensure universal education and access to basic health services for children,
break the inter-generational cycle of malnutrition and ensure the status and rights of the girl
child. Our Government is completely committed to ensuring that however arduous the road
may be, the needs and rights of children must be fulfilled on priority.

Prof Rita Verma

Preface

Prof Rita Verma

Minister of State
for Human Resource Development

(Department of Women and Child Development)
Ministry of Human Resource Development

Government of India
New Delhi - 110 001
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1. India, the Union of twenty-eight States and seven Union Territories is a Socialist, Secular,
and Democratic Republic. The Indian Constitution envisages a parliamentary form of
Government and is federal in nature with some unitary features.  The States of India vary
greatly in terms of language, culture and human development. The size and population of
some of India’s largest States is comparable to some countries in Europe, Africa, Latin America
or Asia.  India today stands at the threshold of great change and opportunity.  It is self
sufficient in agricultural production, its economy is poised for rapid growth, and it is one of
the most industrialised countries in the world.  India’s strong presence in the information
technology sector is acknowledged by the world.

2. India continues to wage its battle against poverty, and its attendant negative
ramifications, such as, high mortality rates, malnutrition and illiteracy, the greatest victims of
which are children and women. India has 400 million children below the age of eighteen
years, the largest child population in the world.  India considers it a matter of utmost priority
that its children grow and develop in health and happiness, receive education and develop
skills, so that they can realise their complete potential and effectively participate and contribute
to the social, cultural and economic life of our nation.

3. This First Periodic Report on the Convention of the Rights of Child (CRC) is the result
of a detailed exercise that extended for more than a year.  We have tried to make the report as
participatory and comprehensive as possible, and have solicited inputs through questionnaires
from related Ministries, from State Governments, NGOs and experts, from citizens and children.
Questionnaires were posted on our website and the public was requested to offer their
comments and views through newspaper advertisements.  The support of the UNICEF in the
preparation of this report is gratefully acknowledged.

4. It has been our intention to make the report as broad based and representative as
possible. Hence, the report details not only government legislation, programmes and data,
but also quotes from reports and data from several non governmental sources, such as from
independent research studies by NGOs and experts, and from international organisations,
even though the intellectual rigour, accuracy or precision of such data has not been endorsed
or authenticated.

5. This report combines an analysis of the overall implementation of the CRC in our
country, a review of its progress, and identification of continuing challenges that impede the
effective implementation of children’s rights. We recognise that the position of women in

Introduction



xvi India: First Periodic Report on the CRC

society, their health, access to education and information enhances their ability to improve
not only their lives but also the lives of their children and families.  Children’s rights, especially
that of the girl children, are irrevocably linked to women’s empowerment.  It has been
demonstrated universally that investment in girl’s education brings about high social and
economic returns. India has taken bold and substantial initiatives in the area of women’s
empowerment. To highlight the centrality of women’s empowerment to healthy child
development as also to development in general, the year 2001 was celebrated as the ‘Women’s
Empowerment Year’, with special focus on the girl child and adolescent girls.

6. We are fully committed to Universalisation of Elementary Education, by not only making
it a fundamental right of all our children, but also as a key strategy to address the problems
arising from poverty. The Sarva Shiksha Abhiyaan (SSA) launched by the Government of
India in November 2000, is a major step towards this direction.  The Constitutional 93rd

Amendment Bill 2001, passed recently by Parliament, will make education of all children in
the age group of 6-14 years a Fundamental right. The Bill also aims to include Early Childhood
Care and Education to all children up to the age of six years as a Directive Principle of State
Policy of our Constitution.

7. We also hope to establish the National Commission for Children shortly, which will act
as a vigilant guardian and protector of children’s rights in India.  We are deeply concerned
about the growing menace of child trafficking.  India has signed the “SAARC Convention on
Prevention and Combating Trafficking in Women and Children for Prostitution”, on January
5, 2002 and we believe that cross-country trafficking can be addressed effectively through its
operationalisation. The Government of India has also initiated a new scheme called Swadhar

for providing relief and rehabilitation for women in difficult situations that includes women
and child victims of trafficking.

8. Realisation of children’s rights certainly requires large resources.  However, the key
element in this effort is the ‘will of the community’.  We have to mobilise the nation fully,
strengthen and accelerate ongoing programmes and undertake new initiatives in gap areas,
so that all our children can enjoy their rights to survival, protection, growth and development.
The magnitude of our challenge is immense.  With full partnership with the community and
the non-governmental sectors, we re-dedicate ourselves towards this end.

Dr R. V. Vaidyanatha Ayyar
Secretary

Department of Women and Child Development
Ministry of Human Resource Development

Government of India
New Delhi - 110 001
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