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FOREWORD

Launch of the “Beti Bachao Beti Padhao™ initiative from Panipat by Hon’ble Prime Minister,
Shri Narendra Modi, on 22™ January, 2015 is an expression of commitment of the
Government to curb and prevent the decline in Child Sex Ratio (CSR) in the country and
address gender discrimination. The unabated decline in CSR since 1961 is a matter of grave
concern. The decline of CSR from 927 girls per 1000 boys in 2001 to 918 according to

women disempowerment. It is the result of deep rooted prejudice and discrimination towards
women and girls. This alarming situation is caused primarily due to socio-cultural mindset
and gender bias towards girl child fuelled by misuse of medical technology.

Beti Bachao Beti Padhao Programme addresses the issue of declining Child Sex Ratio (CSR)
through a national level mass media campaign and focussed multi-sectoral action in 100
selected districts, covering all States and UTs. This is a joint initiative of Ministry of Women
and Child Development, Ministry of Health & Family Welfare and Ministry of Human
Resource Development.To make the programme holistic, efforts will be undertaken to
addressthe different aspects of the issue that challenge the survival of the girl child. Initiatives
such as preventing sex selection at pre-conception and conception stage, safe birth of girl
child and ensuring health care & nutrition of girl child, providing care at Anganwadis and
ensuring their education have all been built in to the Beti Bachao Beti Padhao programme.

The Government’s commitment to alleviate the differential treatment towards the girl child in
society is reflected in plethora of legislations passed since independence that addresses
almost every aspect of problems that confront girl children in their fight for survival--be it
their right to be born, right for health care from birth, nutrition and food, right to education
and employment and against violence perpetrated on them. However, laws by
themselvescannot adequately provide solution to social problems in any society. What is
required is the change in societal mindset and awakening that recognizes the value of girls
and women upholds their right as equal citizens and there has to be a collective will to end
this menace of discrimination from our society. The Beti Bachao Beti Padhao initiatives
therefore a step taken to change societal mindset and empower communities to welcome
daughters into their homes and enable their education. .

the launch at Panipat, Haryana on 20-21st January, 2015. The workshop aimed to capture
best practices and innovative approaches adopted by different states on key themes related to
Beti Bachao Beti Padhao initiative. The outcome of the different sessions of the two day
proceedings yielded practices and learnings that are proven, promising or have high potential
for replication. Besides, the sessions also came up with large number of recommendations.

Thus, the Panipat launch of Beti Bachao Beti Padhao Programme by Hon’ble Prime Minister
on 22 January, 2015 and the two day thematic workshop on Best Practices for Women and
Child Development-NAVDISHA is a baby step, if it may be called, towards creating
awakening in society for value of girl child.

(Pregti Sudan)

Additional Secretary

Ministry of Women and Child Development
Government of India

Census 2011 has been alarming. The issue of declining Child Sex Ratio is an indicator of

[t was against this background. that the Ministry organised a thematic workshop on the eve of
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Background

Women ad children constitute around 70 o f I ndi ads peopl e
foundation for national developmenat present and in the futurfgustainednclusive growth
must begin with children and womerbreaking an intergenerational cycle of inequity and
multiple deprivations faced by women and girls, as related to poverty, social exclusion,
gender discrimination and under nutrition. This intergenerational cycle of multiple
deprivation and violence faced by girls and women is reflected in the adverse and steeply
declining child sex ratio among children under 6 years of age which reacheetiaredtw
of 918 girls for every 1000 boys in 2011. Discrimination against theslgid is also evident
in other forms of gross neglect and gerdased violence after birth infancy, early
childhood and adolescence in aspects of unequal access to health, nutrition, care and

education.

Ending of gender based inequities, discriminatmd violence istated as @riority
in the Twelfth Plan, and improvement in the adverse and steeply declining child sex ratio is
recognised as an overarching Monitorable Target of the Twelfth Plan for Women and
Children. Another key Monitorable Targdttbe Twelfth Plan is the reduction in the levels of
under nutrition among children by half. It is envisaged that improved child nutrition will also
enable the achievement of optimal learning outcomes in education and gender equality. In
this contextNAVDISHA i A National Thematic Workshop on Best Practices in Women
and Child Development was organised by theMinistry of Women and Child
Development, Government of Indiaand the Government of Haryana at Panipat,

Haryana from 20-21 January 2015

The NationalThematic Workshop sought to evolve strategy recommendations for
Women and Child Development, informed by best practices and innovative approaches on
key themes that have worked well in different States and districts. It was envisaged that the
workshop woull provide a thembased platform for presenting and discussing these
innovative models, through dialoguehintar) with States/UTs, sectors, experts and
voluntary agencies so as to enable interstate sharing and learning. The focus was on
understandingwhat s new i n these best practices an

workshop also enabled a synthesis of lessons learnt for the shaping of a strategy framework
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that reflected innovati@and opened theray for possible adaptation and replication of these

best practices within the State and in other States and UTs.

The objectives of the national workshop were:

1 To highlight best practicesunder key themesrelated to Women, Child Rights, the
Girl Child andNutrition from different States, Union Territories and districts.

1 To enable interstate sharing and learning from these modelgrough thematic
presentations, dialogue, state poster sessions and cluster/interest group interactions.

1 To evolve a strategy framework that synthesis learning from these models for
adaptéion/ replication and facilitateanovation and new approaches.

1 To encourage mentoring support between Statesnd continued learning, through
the formation of State interest groups, fiblased leaing hubs and thematic- e
networks.

1 To develop a shared commitment for addressing key themespecially as related

to ensuring Care and Protection of the Girl ChiReti Bachao Beti Padhao

Detailed concept note is Anhnexure-I.

Design of theWorkshop-

The design of the workshop includagudicious mix of technical and brainstorming
sessions to make the workshop interesting and useful. The workshop design was so structured
that it helped in eliciting contributi@in some of the most criticareas concerning women
and children. The outcome was such that some well thought out strategies and best practices
emerged. Theme papers were presented by well known academics, experts drawn from across
states in the plenary and thematic session duriagmtrkshop A copy of the agenda is at

Annexure-Il .

Participants-

The workshop was attended by tHégnion Minister of Women and Child
Development, Chief Ministers of Haryana and Gujarat, Ministers of Women and Child

Development/Social Welfare from the States of Haryana, Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh,

Ministry of Women and Child Development Page2




Chhattisgarh and Maharashtra, Cabinet Secreta@tindion, officials of NITI Aayog and
Secretaries and senior officials of thenistry of Women and Child Development, Health
and Family Welfare, Human Resource Development, Drinking Water and Sanitation, Tribal
Affairs, Labour and Employment, Panchayati Raj, Home Affairs and RGI. In addition to this,
State Chief Secretary and senior ofilsifrom the Government of Haryana, State Secretaries
of Women and Child Development /Social Welfare, identified District Magistrates /
Collectors, representatives of Zila Parishads, Panchayati Raj Institutions and Urban Local
Bodies, National Commissiongouncils and representatives of Boards such as NCW,
NHRC, NCPCR, CSWB, CARA and RMK also participated in the-tlag workshop.
National Institutions such as NIPCCD, NIIHFW, NIN, NHSRC, PHFI and NCERT, NUEPA,
experts and professional bodies, civil socigipups, voluntary agencies, alliances and

networks, representatives of field functionaries and women's /community groups were also

present. The list of participants isfatnexure-IIl .

Shri Manohar Lal Khattar (Chief Minister, Haryana) lighting the lampnauguratiorof the WorkshopMs. Maneka Sanjay
Gandhi (Union Minister, WCD) and Ms Anandi Ben Patel (Chief Minister, Gujurat) are also seen in the picture.
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Inaugural Session

Shri V.S Oberoi, Secretary, Ministry of Women and ChildDevelopment, Government of
India, laid down the objectieof the National Thematic Workshaoguring the welcome
addressHe mentioned thait was envisaged as a focussed strategy of the Ministry of Women
and Child Development, informed by best practicasianovative approaches on key themes
that have worked well in different States and districts. He statedhbatorkshop would

provide a themdbased platform for

promoting and discussing these
innovative models with other States
UTs, sectors, experts @nvoluntary
agenciesi enabling interstate sharing
and learning. He added that thEs
workshop intends to forge a synthesgs
of lessons learnt for shaping of
strategy framework that reflects -
innovation and enables possiblg
adaptation and replication of thelsest " s.ivs. overoi, secretary, wob am;openmsesm'.

practices within the States and UTs. He applauded the Haryana State Government for making

the required arrangements in a short span of time.

Smt Kavita Jain, Minister for Women and Child Development, Haryanastated
that it is a significant day for the people of Haryana as an important workshop has been
initiated for the betterment of girl child. Saving the girl child, she mentioned, would be the
fourth battle in the historic city of Panipat. She said that Prime Mng&hri Narendra Modi
has taken an important step towards fulfilling his promise of ensuring the safety, security and

empowerment of women.

Speaking on this occasioBmt Anandiben Patel, Chief Minister, Gujarat, the first
panelist applauded the efforgsut in madeby the Haryana Chief Minister in organising the
workshop on an important issue of Women and Child Development. She said that in the year
2001, the literacy rate of women in Gujarat was around 59 per cent and that has now

increased to more thafO per cent due to the implementation of various programmes under
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the guidance of ththen Chief Minister of Gujarat, Shri Narendra Modi. She also stated that
the rate of institutional deliveries has reached 95 per cent in Gugmatfurther mentioned

that the State government had set up two | a
development of women and that includes as many as 30 lakh women. In addition, the State
government has waivedlf the stamp duty on purchase of property in the nameoofien

and a sum of R€51 crores has so far been waived off as stamp duty. She further mentioned
that recently, she has announced a reservation of 33 per cent for women in the police force.
She listed a number of other schertegeted atvomen empowermenbeing implemented

by GujaratGovernment. She added that to prepare for the Civil Services Exam Rs. 90,000
cash would be provided machwoman aspirant and that around 100 doctors conducting sex

selective tests have been penalised till date.

Ms. Anandi Ben Patel, Chief Ministegujurat addressinthe participants ithe Workshp

In this opening remarks, Shri Manohar Lal, Chief Minister, Haryana said that
low sex ratio in Haryana is an issue of grave concern and a challenge but thsit thiethe
Prime Minister would provide an inspiration to work towards improving the sex ratio. He
said that the participation of Chief Ministers, Ministers of Women and Child Development
and the delegates of various States in this workshop would prani@@propriate platform
for sharing the achievements and innovative ideas to combat the megeceledbiased sex
selection gender inequality and the problem of malnutrition in children. The Chief Minister
also said that more schemes for women empowetnm Haryana would be launched on the
occasionoffi nt er nat i on alon 8March.n Siaging that ywomen have a special

place in our Constitution, he emphasised that all efforts would be made to ensure their
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